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1. Reason for the Report 

 

1.1 To gain approval to amend the charging hours on Tape Street Car Park in 
Cheadle to support parking to aid congestions around primary school pick up 

times.   
 

2. Recommendation 

2.1 For the Portfolio Holder to approve the following: 
 Vary the SMDC Parking Order to alter charging times at Tape Street Car 

Park to charge between 9.30am and 3.00pm Monday to Saturday;  
 To remove the actions and recommendations within the SMDC Parking 

Strategy to divide Tape Street Car Park into long stay and short stay 
areas. 

 

 
3. Executive Summary 

 
3.1 Following further feedback from the consultation of the SMDC Parking 

strategy authorised by Cabinet earlier in the year, amendments are required 

to the parking order in relation to the charging times at Tape Street Cheadle. 
The strategy made recommendations that each town be considered on its 

individual merits. Cheadle in particular has a congestion issue around the 
town centre. Although multiple factors are responsible for the congestion, 
stakeholders and members have feedback that congestion is partially 

noticeable at school dropping off and pick up times. In order to aid the 
congestion parking on Tape Street Car park can be made available to 

facilitate those who drop off and pick up by car.  
 
3.2  Options have been considered, including parent / guardian permit schemes 



 

  

however the administrative burden of such schemes is unlikely to outweigh 
the simple loss of income from reducing the charging times to 3pm, which is 
estimated at £3,000 pa based on current levels of income generation over 

this period.  
 

3.3  To accommodate these changes, the SMDC Parking order will be varied to 
alter the chargeable periods on Tape Street Car Park. The pay and display 
machines, Pay by Phone tariffs and signage will all also be required to be 

updated. A noticer period required under the act is also necessary, with a 
minimum period of 21 days. 

 
3.4 The recommendation under the SMDC Strategy to spilt Tape Street into Long 

and Short stay car parks will also be removed as this is likely to have very 

little impact on income and have costs to implement.  
 

 
 

4.        How this report links to Corporate Priorities  

 

4.1 Aim four of the Corporate Plan 2019-2023 includes the objective of 

undertaking a review of SMDC car parks with regards to implementing a 
revised strategy.   
 

 
5. Alternative Options 

 

5.1 Option 1: To approve the approach to address the issues around congestion 
and the associated hazards this can cause during the school run in Cheadle. 
Recommended. Adoption of the change in Strategy will allow for the 

implementation of the recommendations set out in section 2 above.   
 

5.2 Option 2: Not to approve the approach will continue to cause considerable 
congestion during peak times leading to grid lock. 

 
5.3 Option 3: Request the schools to administer a “permit” scheme which would 

enable parents to park in a designated area of Tape Street car park for free 

after 3.00pm to collect their children. The administration around this was felt 
too onerous.  

 
5.4 Option 4: Stagger the school opening and closing times to avoid parents 

driving into Cheadle at the same time. This would be a decision both for 

schools and SCC as the highways authority to determine whether this is a 
viable option and not within SMDC’s control.  

 
 
6. Implications 

 
6.1

  

Improve Safety on the Streets - (Traffic Management Act 2004) 

 
Car parks are a resource for the benefit of the whole community. 
All stakeholders would benefit from the free flow of traffic in a safe 



 

  

and managed environment. Encouraging drivers to use the car 
parks with ease would help to alleviate the problems that traffic 
congestion can cause.  

 
 

6.2 Workforce 
 
The Civil Enforcement Officers (CEOs) can be deployed to car 

parks located in other parts of the District.  
 

 
6.3 Equality and Diversity/Equality Impact Assessment 

 

An equalities and diversity impact assessment has been 
undertaken.   

 
 

6.4 Financial Considerations 

 
Revenue: 

 
Car parking revenues play a vital part in delivering revenue income 
into the Council. 

 
The SMDC Parking strategy states that pressure to provide periods 
of free parking must be met with tariff increases in order to deliver 

the budget target of £770,000 for 2022/23. The budget has been 
increased to compensate for no increases to tariffs since 2018. 

Additionally, the longer term trend indicating reduction in car 
parking revenues has been exacerbated by Covid, and the Council 
must prepare for income revenues not to increase to pre-covid 

levels on a like for like basis in order to balance the MTFP.  
 

Changing the charging hours from 9.30am to 3.30pm Monday to 
Saturday at present to 9.30am to 3.00pm at Tape Street car park 
will result in the following implications: 

 

 Loss of parking income (between 3.00pm and 3.30pm) 

equates to approximately £3,000 per annum 

 Amendment to the Traffic Regulation Order (which 

entails advertising the new variation for 21 days, dealing 
with objections thereafter, prior notice period in car parks 
of the intended changes) will cost circa £600 and can 

take approximately two months to implement 

 Re-configuration of the parking machines and change 

signage in the car park is estimated to cost £700. 
 
 

6.5 Legal 
 

 



 

  

If the recommendation in this report is approved it will require a 
variation to the Council’s Car parking Places Order using powers 
under Section 35C of the Road Traffic Regulation 1984 and 

Regulation 25 of the Local Authorities’ Traffic Order (Procedure) 
(England and Wales) Regulations 1996  

 
 

6.6 Climate Change 

 
A reduction in congestion will undoubtedly result in less CO2 

emissions from vehicles, thereby reducing pollution in the 
environment.  
 

 
6.7 

 

Consultation 

 
Amendment to the parking order will require notices to be 
published at least 21 days before the changes are made. This will 

be advertised in the Cheadle paper and displayed within the car 
park.  

 
6.8 
 

Risk Assessment 
 

The amendment to the charging hours at Tape Street car park 
poses negligible risk to the overall operation and revenue stream of 
the car park service.   

 
 

 
Neil Rodgers 

Executive Director (Place) 
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7.  Background 

 

7.1 A review of car parking was contained within Aim 4 of the Corporate Plan 
2019-23. As part of the recovery form the first wave of Covid-19 in Autumn 

2020 this work was escalated within the service plan, such is the important of 
parking within the recovery of town centres and to ensure a thriving local 
economy. Parking Matters were retained towards the end of 2020 to review 

the existing parking provision with SMDC and to develop a new strategy for 
the car parks for a 5-year period. The aim was to tackle a number of salient 

issues, including, condition, payment options and tariffs.  
 

 

7.2 In the Car Parking Strategy presented on 26 January 2022 it was agreed (in 
section 2.2.6) to create short stay and long stay areas on Cheadle Tape Street 

car park, to facilitate the free parking and tariff changes, updating the SMDC 
parking order accordingly. In additional, following a call in (16th March 2022) 
the parking hours in Cheadle were agreed to remain from 9.30am-3.30pm, 

subject to further review following a 12 month period.  
  

7.3 Due to a cluster of preparatory, infant and secondary schools located within 
close proximity to each other in central Cheadle, stakeholders are concerned 
about the daily congestion problems this causes. There are approximately 

3,000 pupils that attend the three primary and two secondary schools. 
  
7.4 Parents choosing to drive their children to school leads to congestion during 

peak periods. The volume of cars travelling to the schools, coupled with 
hazardous parking outside “School Keep Clear” entrances, blocking private 

driveways, parking at junctions etc. results in compromising the safety for all 
road users; especially children. Furthermore, as the streets are narrow, traffic 
can readily come to a standstill and the grid locked roads in turn increase both 

journey times and the pollution emitted from the car exhausts. 
 

7.5 The Council has a large car park in central Cheadle namely Tape Street, with 
385 spaces including 11 disabled bays. It is classed as a short stay car park 
which is open between 8am to 6pm seven days a week and operates as a Pay 

and Display car park between 9.30am to 3.30pm Monday to Saturday; it is free 
on Sundays and Bank Holidays. 

   
7.6 The school opening and closing times are generally all between 8.30am to 

3.30pm Monday to Friday and all five schools are located within 5 minutes 

walk from Tape Street car park. 
 

7.7 Civil Enforcement Officers (CEOs) employed by Staffordshire County Council 
can enforce the parking restrictions outside and around the schools by issuing 
Penalty Charge Notices (PCN). Due to resources this is not a practicable 

solution; moreover drivers tend to drive off when they see an CEO 
approaching; especially as they are normally given a grace period before 

issuing a PCN. 
 

7.8 The Police have powers to deal with traffic violations and can issue instant 



 

  

Fixed Penalty Notices (FPNs). As traffic contraventions outside schools is 
deemed a low priority, PCSOs are normally deployed; regrettably they can 
only move traffic on as they do not have the necessary powers to issue FPNs. 

 
7.9 To address the problems around congestion and help support the schools, 

Staffordshire County Council and the Police, it is recommended that the 
current charging times in Tape Street car park - from 9.30am to 3.30pm 
Monday to Saturday are changed to 9.30am to 3.00pm Monday to Saturday. 

Thereby encouraging parents (and other drivers) to use the car park when 
dropping off/picking up children at the end of the school day.  

 
7.10 Reducing the charging times would negate the need for schools and parents 

to enter into a permit scheme allowing the latter to park for free after, which 

can take up resources to administer and maintain.  
 


